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THE STRATEGY 

The EU Strategy for the Danube Region/EUSDR, is the second 

EU macro-regional strategy after the EU Strategy for the 

Baltic Sea Region/EUSBSR.

19 June 2009: The European Council invited the European 

Commission to develop an EU Strategy for the Danube 

Region (EUSDR). 

24 June 2011: Official endorsement of the EUSDR by the 

European Council and launch of the implementation phase.



WHY A MACRO-REGIONAL 

STRATEGY?

A number of issues in the Danube Region require 
working together, across borders and national 
interests

Political commitment needs to be translated into 
action

Actions need to be coordinated and carried out 
together

EUSDR is not a  project, but a concept!



THE DANUBE - A RIVER LINKING 
COUNTRIES AND NATIONS

The Danube is the Pan-European Corridor VII and it 
belongs to a group of the most important rivers in 
Europe linking the 10 European countries which have 
exits to the navigable parts of the River Danube. 
After the Volga, the Danube is the second longest 
river in Europe totaling 2850 km in length, out of 
which 2411 km are navigable and as much as 588 
km of the latter are in Serbia.
There are almost 100 commercial ports in the 
Danube Basin, out of which, 11 are in Serbia. 
Although the cargo traffic prevails, the passenger 
one is also considerable on the Danube in the form 
of big river passenger ships or cruisers carrying 
tourists. 





THE DANUBE - A RIVER LINKING 
COUNTRIES AND NATIONS

Furthermore, with its tributaries and the canal network in its` 
basin, the Danube is also very important for the expansion of 
other industries: agriculture, power generation, fisheries, building 
construction, chemical and oil industry, mining, etc.
Since the transport capacity of the Danube as the central 
European traffic route, which connects Black Sea with the Western 
Europe is still underused, there is room for significant investment 
in transport and logistic infrastructure in the upcoming period. 
Construction and modernization of the Corridor would shorten 
the route and the time needed for transportation of freight and 
passengers, but furthermore would allow balanced development 
of WB countries in the process of their preparation for the 
accession to the EU.



THE DANUBE REGION

The Danube region covers parts of 9 EU countries (Germany,
Austria, Hungary, Czech Republic, Slovak Republic, Slovenia,
Bulgaria, Romania and Croatia) and 5 non-EU countries
(Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Ukraine and
Moldova).



POLICIES AND 
MECHANISMS  PROMOTED

Networking of centers of excellence and 
complementary partnerships 

Diffusion mechanisms and targeted support for 
research infrastructure 

Smart specialization

Brain-circulation



FINANCIAL OPPORTUNITIES

The Strategy does not come with extra EU 
finance but it is supported from the resources 
already available according to an integrated 
approach. Countries may also make use of the 
funding they receive through EU cohesion 
policy, other EU programmes and financial 
instruments, and various international 
financial institutions.

More about financial opportunities on: 
www.danube-region.eu/pages/funding-
opportunities

http://www.danube-region.eu/pages/funding-opportunities


NO NEW INSTITUTIONS

•Danube Rectors` Conference

•JRC 

•CEEPUS

but not only

•Alps Adriatic Rectors` Conference

•Central European Initiative/CEI

•Danube Academies of Sciences Conference



THE PEOPLE LIVING IN THE DANUBE

REGION  WILL BENEFIT FROM:

- faster transport by road and rail

- cleaner transport by improving the navigability of rivers

- cheaper and more secure energy thanks to better     

connections and alternative sources

- a better environment with cleaner water, protected  

biodiversity, and cross-border  flood prevention

- a prosperous region, through working together on the 

economy, education, social inclusion, and research and 

innovation

- attractive tourist and cultural destinations, developed and 

marketed jointly

- a safer, well-governed region, thanks to better cooperation 

and coordination of government and non-governmental 

organization



GRAND CHALLENGES IN THE 

DANUBE REGION

11 PRIORITY AREAS FOCUS ON IMPROVING:

• untapped shipping potential and lack of road and rail 

transport connections

• insufficient energy connection

• environmental threats (water pollution, floods, climate     

change)

• uneven socio-economic development

• uncoordinated education, research and innovation 

systems

• shortcomings in safety and security



PILLAR C- BUILDING PROSPERITY IN 
THE DANUBE REGION

Pillar C focuses on innovation, information society, 
competitiveness of enterprises, education,

labor market and marginalized communities.



COORDINATION OF THE STRATEGY

European Commission  - DG REGIO

NCP – National Contact Points

PAC – Priority Area Coordinators

SG – Steering group



COORDINATION OF THE STRATEGY

Priority Area Countries in charge of coordination

P1 | Mobility and intermodality Inland waterways: Austria, Romania

Rail, road and air: Slovenia, Serbia

P2 | More sustainable energy Hungary, Czech Republic

P3 | Culture and tourism, people to people Bulgaria, Romania

P4 | Water Quality Hungary, Slovakia

P5 | Environmental risks Hungary, Romania

P6 | Biodiversity, landscapes, quality of air and soils
Germany (Bavaria), Croatia

P7 | Knowledge society (research, education and 

ICT)
Slovakia, Serbia

P8 | Competitiveness of enterprises Germany (Baden-Württemberg), Croatia

P9 | People and skills Austria, Moldova

P10 | Institutional capacity and cooperation Austria (Vienna), Slovenia

P11 | Security and organised crime Germany, Bulgaria



EUSDR PRIORITY AREA 7 
– KNOWLEDGE SOCIETY -

PRIORITY AREA 7 – KNOWLEDGE SOCIETY -
is part of the PROSPERITY PILLAR C  

Jointly Coordinated by:

Prof. Dr. Miroslav Vesković, Rector of the University of 
Novi Sad, Serbia

Dr. Štefan Chudoba, State Secretary of the Ministry of 
Education, Science, Research and Sport of the Slovakia

Development of the Knowledge Society through 
Research, Education and Information Technologies



EUSDR PA7 
TARGETS

European Commission has identified the following 
targets for PA7 SG:

1. To invest 3% of GDP in Research and Development
by 2020;
2. Broadband access for all EU citizens in the Region 
by 2013;
3. Increase the number of patents obtained in the 
Region by 50%;
4. Increase the share of the EU population aged 30-34
with tertiary or equivalent education to 40% by 2020.
5. To improve balanced mobility (ratio of incoming to 
outgoing) students and go towards rain-circulation 



INCREASE THE NUMBER OF PATENTS 
OBTAINED IN THE REGION BY 50%



TO INVEST 3% OF GDP IN RESEARCH 
AND DEVELOPMENT BY 2020 



TO INVEST 3% OF GDP IN RESEARCH 
AND DEVELOPMENT BY 2020 



EUSDR PA 7 ROAD MAP 

Milestone: Identify the centres of excellence and 
potentials for smart specialization in the Danube 
Region

Milestone: Establish a peer‐review mechanism of 
regional smart specialization strategies and support 
writing S3

Milestone: Identify competitive research infrastructure 
in the Danube Region

Milestone: Agree on regional innovation system and 
target scientific areas with the most potential in the 
region



SMART SPECIALIZATIONS

Research and Innovation Strategies for Smart 
Specialisations (RIS3) PA7+PA8 

Smart Specialisation - A regional policy instrument for 
enhancing competitiveness and cooperation in the 
Danube region

Key word is: smart (results-oriented and 
multidimensional) – innovative, different

Taking a different angle (or approach)

Internationalization and cooperation 



SMART SPECIALIZATIONS

Smart specialisation is about identifying our 
competitive advantages, investing in areas of real 
strength, and building the local networks across all 
parts of the value-chain to drive the strongest and 
widest growth agenda possible.

One of the key messages is that a real "smart" 
specialisation strategy does not stop to see 
opportunities at the regional border. In a networked 
and global world, smart means not just considering 
your own strengths, but building networks across 
borders. 



EUSDR CONTACTS

EUSDR team in DG REGIO, e-mail:

Regio-eu-danube-strategy@ec.europa.eu

More about the actors involved visit:

www.danube-region.eu/pages/who-is-who

More about the strategy in general on:

http://www.danube-region.eu/

mailto:Regio-eu-danube-strategy@ec.europa.eu
http://www.danube-region.eu/pages/who-is-who
http://www.danube-region.eu/


Thank you for your attention!
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